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Brian Curley Redesign Reinvigorates Wildcreek Golf Course as a Home for Golfers of All 

Ages in Northern Nevada 

 

(RENO, Nev.) – Fresh off a redesign by acclaimed golf course architect Brian Curley, Wildcreek 

Golf Course is back – reimagined as a home for First Tee – Northern Nevada and golfers of all 

ages and abilities. 

 

The revitalized facility brings together affordable public golf, youth development and community 

programming in a setting designed to serve golfers through a lifetime of play. The result is a 

place where a nine-year-old can learn the game, a 29-year-old can enjoy an affordable round 

after work and a 90-year-old can continue playing with friends. 

 

Curley, whose more than four decades in golf course design include work on 150-plus courses 

around the world, led the redesign of both Wildcreek’s par-3 course and its championship nine. 

The par-3 course reopened in April, offering an inviting introduction to the game for beginners, 

juniors and families while providing an enjoyable test for more experienced players. The 

championship nine, scheduled to reopen this fall, features multiple teeing options to make the 

course approachable for newer players while offering strategic interest for accomplished golfers. 

 

“It’s been a great pleasure working on the Wildcreek project and all that it represents,” Curley 

said. “It is not just the home of the First Tee but a key element for affordable golf in the Reno 

market. During the process I was able to meet many of the golfers who have played over the 

years and their intense love of the game and desire to play daily can only be accommodated at 

a price-sensitive facility like this.” 

 

Along with a cost-sensitive, high-quality design, the project cultivates an invaluable sense of 

community, according to Chris Mazzaferri, executive director of First Tee – Northern Nevada. 

 

“This is what we always hoped Wildcreek could become – a place where anybody can come 

and feel like they belong,” Mazzaferri said. 

 

Before Wildcreek, First Tee – Northern Nevada had built one of the country’s most robust youth 

golf programs, but it lacked a headquarters of its own. The chapter was serving young people at 

14 locations throughout the Reno-Sparks area. Today, approximately 1,200 kids participate in 

First Tee programming, with the new facility giving the organization the capacity to serve two to 

three times that number, Mazzaferri said. 

 

The new home also will continue to grow. A state-of-the-art, multi-tiered practice facility is 

planned as the next phase of the project, providing additional space for instruction, practice and 

community programming. The innovative facility will incorporate repurposed shipping containers 

to create individual hitting bays that can be used throughout the year. 



 

Wildcreek originally opened in 1978 as an 18-hole public facility with a nine-hole par-3 course 

and practice area. As the Reno-area golf landscape changed over the decades, the property 

faced an uncertain future. In 2019, the Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority sold 87 

acres of the property to the Washoe County School District, which ultimately became the site of 

a new high school. 

 

The remaining portion of Wildcreek was left without a clear path forward. 

 

First Tee – Northern Nevada stepped in with a vision to preserve the property as public golf 

while creating a permanent home for the organization. In 2022, after the Washoe County Board 

of Commissioners unanimously approved the transfer of Wildcreek to First Tee – Northern 

Nevada, the nonprofit launched a capital campaign to fund the transformation. 

 

“Wildcreek has always been a community golf course,” said Mike Mazzaferri of Mazz Golf 

Management, which operates the facility. “With Brian’s help and expertise, we’ve given it a new 

life and a new purpose. It’s a place where kids can learn the game, families can play together 

and experienced golfers can still get a great round.” 

 

The project was particularly well-suited to Curley, an accomplished architect whose vast body of 

work in the United States, Asia and the Middle East showcases his gift for both artistry and 

engineering. Wildcreek marked his first municipal project, but the challenges of the site called 

on the same skills that have established his reputation for creating compelling golf on difficult 

ground. Along with celebrated minimalist layouts on sandy terrain, Curley has built a respected 

résumé of courses shaped from sites with far less accommodating conditions. 

 

At Wildcreek, that meant working with a rocky property and making productive use of terrain that 

might once have seemed inhospitable to golf. Curley routed the course through the site’s natural 

contours, incorporating more severely rumpled ground to create holes that play up to and off the 

steeper terrain. 

 

“I am very honored to have been a part of the project and am so happy for Mike, Chris and the 

team and wish them great success,” Curley said. 

 

The rebirth of Wildcreek also has put the facility in the national spotlight. Wildcreek will serve as 

the home of the World Long Drive Championship through 2028, bringing some of the game’s 

biggest hitters to Reno. The event, which will be televised on Golf Channel, will also feature a 

junior competition, extending Wildcreek’s mission of introducing young players to the game onto 

a national stage. 

 

But the biggest measure of Wildcreek’s success will be closer to home: a golf course busy with 

players of every age and ability, from children taking their first swings to longtime golfers 

chasing their next great round. 

 



About Curley Golf Design 

 

Initially founded in 1997 as Schmidt-Curley Golf Design, Curley Golf Design is a full-service, 

U.S.-based golf course and master-planning design firm with a global portfolio of critically 

acclaimed and award-winning courses spanning 25 countries. Its work includes 20 courses at 

Mission Hills Golf Club in China as well as projects throughout the U.S., Vietnam, Thailand, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Mexico, Sweden, and beyond. Curley has been named "Architect of the 

Year” by GOLF magazine, and “Best Golf Course Architect” by Asia Golfer seven straight years. 

His firm’s courses have hosted the PGA Tour, DP World Tour, LPGA Tour, PGA Champions 

Tour, World Cup of Golf, The Skins Game, Korn Ferry Tour, among other elite competitions. 

 

Curley specializes in creating challenging, beautiful and enjoyable courses, often on difficult 

sites.  By balancing classic golf course architecture with ever-advancing technology, the firm 

strives for soul-stirring designs that elevate a golfer’s appreciation for the land and the game, 

with cost-efficient maintenance and operations always top of mind. 

 

About First Tee – Northern Nevada 

 

At First Tee, we enable kids to build the strength of character that empowers them through a 

lifetime of new challenges. We believe that golf offers a powerful framework for teaching our life 

skills curriculum, with active learning experiences that build inner strength, self-confidence, and 

resilience that kids can carry to everything they do.. For more information, visit 

thefirstteenorthernnevada.org. 

 

### 

https://www.thefirstteenorthernnevada.org/

